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ABSTRACT
Antibacterial activity of ethanol and water extracts of leaves of Lagerstroemia speciosa (L) pers. were tested cup-plate agar diffusion method against Gram
positive and Gram negative bacteria. It was observed that all extracts have inhibitory effect, water extract being most effective.
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water extract showed prominent antimicrobial activity against all micro-organisms. Thus the water extract was more potent compared to ethanol extract.
Lagerstroemia speciosa (L) pers. is a medium sized to large decidu- The antimicrobial activity may be due to the presence of tannins. Other
ous tree with a rounded crown distributed more or less throughout India phytochemical constituents like triterpenoids may also contribute to the
especially in Assam, Bengal and Deccan peninsula1 .It is commonly called as activity.
Banaba. The leaves of Lagerstroemia speciosa are purgative, deobstructive
and diuretic. A decoction of the leaves prepared like tea is used for diabetes Table 1.Antibacterial Activity of Lagerstroemia speciosa (L) pers
mellitus in Phillippines 2 .
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leaf extracts. Hence the present study was designed to investigate the antimiP.aeruginosa
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Alcoholic and water extracts were tested againstStaphylococcus aureus,
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RESULT & DISCUSSION
The preliminary phytochemcial studies reveal the presence of
Source of support: Nil, Conflict of interest: None Declared
tannins, triterpenoids, proteins and amino acids.
From the zone of inhibition produced by the extracts, it was observed that
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